EEMINISCENCES

1 remember making a short stay once at Havre, and
finding the whole place full of some extraordinary feat
of swimming which had just been performed in sight of
all the beach by the Emperor's cousin. During a visit
to Egypt in the winter of 1881-82 I found some of the
officials connected with the museums at Cairo filled with
enthusiasm about Prince Napoleon. He had been quite
lately in Cairo, and it so happened that some new ex-
cavations among the pyramids had led to the discovery
of important artistic treasures. The officials were sur-
prised and delighted by the thorough knowledge which
Prince Napoleon displayed with regard to the value and
the meaning of these discoveries, the help he was able
to give, the light he was able to throw by his historical
and artistic knowledge on every question which was
then under the consideration of the authorities at Cairo.
I may perhaps be excused if I tell a somewhat friv-
olous story which was told to me about Prince Napoleon
on the occasion of a visit which I paid to my own
native city of Cork in the south of Ireland. Prince
Napoleon had put in to the harbour with his yacht a
short time before my visit. Now, I am not going to
vouch for the truth of the story, and from my own
knowledge of the humours of my former fellow-citizens,
I think it by no means improbable that it may owe its
origin merely to what might be called, in a rendering of
the classic words, the genius of the place. When Prince
Napoleon put in to the port of Cork, so runs the story,
the city was presided over by a chief magistrate who
was especially proud of his knowledge of French, In-
deed, the legend goes, that this respectable mayor had a
way of oppressing Ms less highly-cultured fellow-towns-
men by an anxiety to parade his mastery of the French
of Paris. The mayor suggested that a public reception
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